The SPEE CH of a Noble Peer of this Realm; 
madeinthe Reign of King CHARLES IE An. 1681, 


Moſt bumbly preſemed to that bleſſed Inflrument of England's Deliverance 
from Popery and Slavery, King W FL LIAM. 


My Lords, | | b 
this great Debate concerning the King's Speech, 
' the ſad Staterand Condition we are in, aid the Reme- 
- «dies thereof; 1 have offered-you-my Opinion, and 
many Lords have ſpoken wp nee Noe to it, with 
Freedom and Phainnefs, as the Caſe requires. 

- Give me leave to offer you ſome few words, in anſwer 
to two or three of my Lords of the Earls-Bench, that 
bave maintained the contrary'O uy. 

My Lord, near me, hath told your Lyrdſhips, that 
the Preſident of Hen. the 4th, thatl offered to you (who 
was'2 wiſe and megnanimous Prince; and yet vpon the 
Addreſs of his Parliament, put away 4 groat part of bis 
Family, and Comnſcls at one time, ) is no proper inſtance, 
becauſe, he way an _ ; had anill Titk, and was 
bound to pleaſe the & | 

My Lords, 4 omg with his Title, 1 an ſare our 
King hath a very undoubted one; But this My Lord 

allow, that that wiſe Prince having weed of rhe Peo- 
ple, knew no better way to pleaſe them, and to create 2 
good intelligence between them and him, than ro put 
away thoſe from Conrt and Counct} that were nnaccep- 
table to them. '* 0) GY d= St 
"If our King hath the fame Necaſlity to pleaſe the Peo- 

e, (though-for other Reaſons than want of a Title; 

et 1 am ſure the Preſident holds,- that a- Wiſe Prince, 
when he harh need of bis P 6 ll -6i01P gin wie 
e thewn,” 9s VImBos, $33 3 6 


* My Lords, This ord” near me; hath fornd 
Fault with that Prefident, that he ſuppoles Loffered your 
Lord(hips- concerning the Chargeable Ladies at Court : 
But I remember no ſuch thing,1 ſaid 3 but if 1 muſt 
Tpeak'of them,1 ſhall ſay as the did to King Saul, 
hat means the bleating of #hi kind of Carrel ? And I 

the King will make me the ſame anſwer, that be reſerves 
them for Sacrifice, and means 19 deliver then ap to pleaſe 
bis People. fo 4 
* For there muſt be, (i= plain Engliſh) my Lords, a 
thange ; We muſt neither have Popiſh Wife, nor Popifh 
Fayourite, nor Popeſh Miftreſs, nor Popiſh Counſellor at 

» or any new Convert. What [ fpoke yas about 
Enother Lady that belongs not to the Court, bur like 


$ 
than Cethegw. 
" 'Jn this rime of Diſtreſs, I could humbly adviſe our 

ince world take the ſame conrſe that the Dake of Sz- 
voy did, 15 ſuffer neither Strangers nor Embaſfadors to 
ſtay above ſome few weeks in-his Country 3; for all the 
Strangers and Embaffadors hete, haye '\ſerved the Plor, 
and Deffgn againſt ns}, I am ſure they have no tye to be 
for vs. | | on 

But tny Lords, what I roſe vp to ſpeak, was more 
eſpecially to my Lord of the Eavls Bench, that ſpoke laſt, 
and-ſits behind me ! Who, 4: he hath the'greateſt 1o- 
'fence in ovur preſent Councils, '{o he hath 'let fall tþ 


'you the very Root of the matter, and the hinges upon 


which all tnrns; He tells you" that the Honſe of Com- 
mons have lately made offers to the King, and he won- 
ders we donor expedt the King's Anſwer to them, be- 
'fore we enter _ y hot REI 1" 

He tells you, if the King be aſſared Supplies, we 
"cannot doubt of his Complyance tn this and all we can 
- 'ask; for otherwiſe the King ſhovld fall into that that is 


| 


impronin it; Catalines Conſpiracy, does more Miſchicf 


'  *the worſt condition of a Prince, to have his People 


"have do confidence in him. My _ kr is won 
know they put the King upon, and this is that we 

'be rxinell by, if we may not with Freedom and Plainneſs 
open our Caſe, | 


Y 


| 


- - "This Match witha P 


My Lords, *Tis a very hard to ſay that we cans 
net truſt the King ;- and that we haYVe already been decciy- 
ed ſo ofren, that we ſce plainly the apprehenſions of Ds/- 
content in. the People, is no Argument at Court. And 
though our Prince be in himſelf an Excellent Perſon, 
that the People have the greateſt Inclinations imagina- 
ble to love; yet we muſt __ is2 ſuch ar one, as no 
Story affords 4 a of : How plain and how man 
are the proofs of the Deſign ro murther him * How lit 
14 be apprehenſooe of it ? 

"The Tranſattions betweett him and his Brother are 
Admirable, and Incomprehenſible. His Brothers deſigns 
being - early known, to aim at 'the Crown, before his 
Majeſtics Refaxration to this Ki L 
orrugal Lady, not like to' have 
Children, Comtrived by the Dukes Father-in-Lam ; and no 
ſooner effetted, but the Dyke and his Party make Pro- 


| Clamation to the World, that we are like to have no 


Children, that he muſt be the certain Heir. 

" He takes his Seat in Parfiament, as Prince of Wales, His 
Guards about hint ; "The Princes Lodgings at Whitchal, 
his Guards nport the ſame Floor, without any Interfo- 
ſition between him/and the King ; ſo that the King was 
in'his Hands, #94 in his Power every Night : All Offices 
and Preferments being beſtowed by him, Noe a Biſhop 


" TtisP;vor changes hl r 
{This Prince X to make himſelf a 
Pitey; 35d fk a Perry that is Brother muſt be furs 
Se undibe mide away; to make foom n 5 nothin 
could preſerve him, but that which ] 


do, pane Grab o that che Parey rs drop 
"give gr elt to that wic an hi 
| Brother old ; andafter all, bs Plot breaks out, plain- 


ly headed by the Duke, his Iritereft and his Defign: 
©” How the King hath behaved himſelf ever ſince the 
breaking out of it, the World knows ; we have ex- 
ed every hour that the Cogrt ſhould Jorn with the 
Jake 2gainſt us : And it is evident more hath been done 
to make the Plot « Prezbyterian Plor, than to diſcover 
£ . 
.- The Proreg ations, the Difſolntions, the cattiog ſhort 
of Parliaments, not ſuffering them to have ana I oat 
Portunity to look; mmto arty thing, hath ſhew*d what reaſan 
we have to have confidence in this Court. We are now 


| comme to a Parliament again, by what Fate or what Conn 


ſeb,* for my part I cannot gueſs ; neither dol underſtand 
the- Riddls of it. OF TO 


The Duke is quitted and ſent away ; the Houſe of 
Commons have braught up 2a Bill to.diſable him of the 
Crown; and I think they are ſo. far extreamly. in the 
righe ; but your Lordfhips are wiſer than I, and have 
rejected it ; yet you have thooght fit, and the King him- 
ſelf hath made the Propoſition, to make ſuch Expedients 
as ſhall render him but a Nominal Prince. 

In the mean while where's 'th# Dake, that the King 
and both Honſes have declared unanimouſly rhe dange- 
rous? Why he is in Scotland raiſmg of Forces upon the 
Terra that can enter dry-foot upon us, withoupg 
. of Winds or Seas, the very place he ſhould be in 
to raiſe a party there, to be ready when from hence he 


| 'hall have notice: $o that this beidg the (caſe, Where 


is the truft ? We. all think. the buſineſs is /o ripe, that 
they have the G ariſong, the "Arms, the Amniunitien, the 
Seas and Savldiery all in their.hands ; they want bur one 
| acFrmap of  Mony to ſet, wp, 'and crown the Work, and 
then they ſhalt have no more need of the People 3 and I bes 
hieve whether they are pleaſed or no, will be no great 
trouble to them. | 


A My 


My Lords, lhear of a Bargain in the Houſe of C 


ons, an re a made to. the King ;_ but this I 
ns Fe mviſt boldly,” ſay It, and plainly, that the 'Na- | 


tion bs betray'd if upon —— we part with our Mo- 


(2 


ny till we are fare the Kings ours ,, have what Laws you 
will, and wifat Conditions you will, they will be of 
no uſe but waſte Paper before Eaſter, if the Court have 
Many. $0. ſet op for Popery-and Arbitrary Deſigns in the. 
RES WHle, : * HE, 
On the other hand, give me leave to tell you, my 
Lords, the King hath n6 feaſon to diſtruſt his People ; 
no Man can go home and ſay, that if the King comply 
with bis Peaple they. wilt, donocbing for bim, but tare all 
up from him z. we, watt a -Government, and we want 4 
Prince that, we. may truſt,  eyen with the. ſpending of balf 
our Annual Revenues, tor hone time, for the Preſervation 
of theſe Nations, _ (51 
The grow Greatneſs of the French cannot be ſtopt 
Tabs 13 I nor without a real and hearty 
/nion bf. tha King and his People. It was never known 
in Evgland x our Princes.wanted Supplies either, for 
their Forreign deſigns, or for their Pleaſures ; nothing 
ever ſhut the Engliſh Purſes but the fears of having their 
Mony wled 3gainlt them, (1 . 
- The hour that the, King ſhall ſatisfy, :he People, that 
what we give is not to make us Slaves and Papifts, he may 
bave what,be-will ; and this your Lordſhips know, and-all 
mankind. ghat know us :. Therefore let _me- plainly. tetl 
your Lo , the Arguments that the preſent Miniſters 


uſe, is ts Deſtroy the King and not Preſerve him : 'For-if 
the King oo a 


: yp W ic ye will op toe bin, it is im- 
poſlible,-if ;we are in our Sences, we ſhoyld, xo any thing, 
Bt if-be will 


] rſt ſhew that he is *srely oxrs, that he 
wefs the Imereſt and the Religion of the Nation, "tis im- 
pollible be ſhould want ary thing that we: can give. - 
But I ſee how the Argument: will be uſed : Sir, they 

will do pothing for you, what ſhould you do with theſe 
Men ? bur on the other hand I am bold to ſay, 

Sir,You,may hbaveany thing of this Parliament ;put away 
theſe Men, change your Principles, change your Court, and 
> gour Self; for the King himſelf may haye any thing 
of us- 0 


in, I beg your Par- 


My Lords, if 1 have been too Y: 
don 8 Fe che it was the Duty Zn Engliſh Noble-man 
at this time to ſpeak plain, or never. 

- I am ſure. | mean well: and if any Man can anſwer or 
oppaſe. Reaſon to-what I ſay, I beg they would do it; 


for I do not deſire or propoſe any Queſtion. 

_ 1 Beg this Debate may laſt for ſome days, and that we 
- may -gO to the bottom of the matter, and ſee if theſe 

things are ſo or no, and what Cure there is of the Evil 
we are in.z and then the Refult of your Debates may 
Produce ſome proper Queſtion. j p 

' However,, we know who hears, and I am g/ad of this, 
that your Lordſhips baye dealc ſo honourably and fo clear-. 
ly inthe K:ngs preſence in. the King*s bearing, that 
he cannat ſay he wants a right State of things ;, he hath 
it before him, and may take Counſel as he thinks fit. 


The Caſe of Francis Smith, Bookſeller. 


Þ2k publiſhing the aforeſaid Speech, and handing 
E to the Preſs another Balf-ſheet for private Ulſe, he 
the ſaid Francis Smith was proſecuted in the Crown-Office 
unto Judgment and Execution of Body and Goods ; 
whereby.he was forced to ſell his Shop and Warehouſe 
( to prevent Seizure) for 125 |. which would, by com- 
mon Retail, have yielded many Hundreds of Pounds. 
After this, indicted, and tried for the ſame ; and by the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Teferie fined 5ool. and to ſtand 
three Times in the Pillory : Through which illegal and 
os Bu he was kept in Priſon and Exile ſeven 
cars. 

Beſides this hard uſage, within the ſpace of 24 Years 
paſt, he hath been 4o Times a Priſoner, under great 
Cruelties, ſometimes on his Perſon, other times 'on his 
Purſe. One time for a Book intituled 2firabils Am, 
he was kept lock*d up in the Gate-bouſe Priſon 26 Weeks, 
under frequent forced Faſts, his Food being ſo much de- 
tained from him,” that he-was forced to deviſe a way by 
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F 
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| a Bag and String let down in the Night, to get ſome 


Food conyeyed to him. + His Window-Cafements nailed 
up, that he might nor have the bepefig. of that common 
Air which is every Slave's Birthright. And becauſe be 
would vpt pay Arbitrazy Jton Fees, he was put 3 Weeks 
intoa Dungeon, fiveWeeks into a Trap-room, a place 
prepared for condemned Murderers, &c. And when 
ſcores of Pounds were ſpenr, beſides Priſon Fees, to 
be ten ol ey Peniey to. 
obtain Ball or Trial, but all ineffetual, until by four 
chargeable Habeas Corpus*s, he was admitted to Bail. 
But before it came, wasforced to lie on the bare Boards 
in an open Entry in the depth of Winter, to his real 
Charge and Damage of near 300 /. 

Fromthe Year 59, to the Year 79, he never had much 
reſt from Troubles. And- from the Year 79, to the Year 
89, he hath-been a Priſoner, and in Exile as aforeſaid, 
ſeven Years. __ 

Beſides,, his Son and Daughter have been four times 
Priſoners.in the King*s Bench and Newgate, at exceſliye” 
Charge; by Fines and Trials ; 301. of which Charge 
was, for publiſhing the Proceedings in the illegal EleQtt- 
on of Mr.'Nerth and Mr, Rich, in oppofitian to the Le- 

al Choice of Mr. 'Papillen and Mr. Dabew ;, the two laſt 

ving 2600 Hands, and the two former about 1 FOO. 

; He hath alſo been Eighteen Times in Cuſtody upon, 
General Warrants, that neither expreſied his Name nor 
"Crime, and kept, during pleaſure, at 6 s, 8 d. per diem; 
and till that was paid, and an Order obtaincd at 52 5. 
price, could not be bailed nor diſcharged. 

And *ris ſufficiently known to many hundreds, that 
for printing and promoting Petitions for a Parliament 
to Sit, he was committed to Newgate, and there lay at 
| great Charge and Dammage, being expoſed ro the ut- 

moſt Severity, becauſe he would not ſubmit and retract 
the ſame; ( which' Service was highly approved of, by 
many Parliament=Men, with others, both of the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry) it happening at that Time when Pe+ 
titioning was forbidden by Proclamation. 

For Reprinting and Publiſhing the Book called the 
Proteſtants Aſſociation emtred into againſt Papiſts in Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, with Marginal Notes relating to our 
Day, ke was, again commi to Newgate, and there 
kept till delivered by the Habeas Corpus Act, to his great 
Charge and Dammage. 

For Publiſhing ſome Arbitrary Proceedings of the 
Lord Chief- Juſtice Scroggs, he was committed to the 
King"s-Bench Priſon ;, forced to pay a 10 1. Fine, beſides 
Haveas Corpw, and Priſon-Charges, before he could ob- 
tain his Liberty. 

He had of the Books called; The Growth of Popery and 
Arbitrary Governmen, as many burat by the Common 
Hangman, as would have yielded above 1 $07. 

He waited on the City Members to the Oxford Parlia- 
ment, where at his own Charge he preſented moſt of the 
'Lords and Commons with a Book called Yox Populi, af- 
ſerting by Law the Peoples Right for frequent Parlia- 
anents, and not to be Prorogued nor Diſſolved, till the 
Publick Grievances of the Nation were redreſſed. And 
though he could not legally be moleſted for it, yet two 
Miſcreant Wretches ſwore him into Newgate again, un- 
der the cauſeleſs charge of High Treaſon ; where he 
remained many Weeks, in all appearance ſo near loſing 
his Life, that he made Requeſt to the then Worſhipful 
, Sheriffs ( Mr, Bethel and Alderman Corniſb ) - that he 
might not be barbarouſly uſed at Execution, nor denied 
liberty to ſpeak while he had freedom, nor to be cut 
down till dead. All which they promiſed, aſſuring him 
he ſhould have fair play for his Life, and an honeſt Ju- 
; Ty : Which was by his implacable Proſecutors ſo far 
; foreſeen, and the Witneſſes againſt him ſuch Miſcreant 
; Villains, that after many Weeks Impriſonment, be was 
admitted to be baſed, and once more diſcharged from 
that doleful Priſon of Newgate. | 

To conclude this ſorrowful Story of his 41 Impriſon- 
ments, his loſs of Shop and Trade many Years, with 
.other exceſſive Charges and Dammages which cannot 
(upon a moderate computation ) but amount to more 
than 2000 /. whereby he and his Family are reduced 
from a plentiful Condition, to the compaſſionate help 


q 


of well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. 


% 


Longon, Princed for Fr, Smith, ar the Elephant 2nd Caſtle in Popes-head Alley, over againſt the Royal Exchange, 163g, 
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